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Get out your 
phones!

There will be polls and live feedback!

Scan your QR code upon leaving!



What is 
Serious Play?

• Playful methods for complex problem-
solving

• Why now?
• We're at an AI inflection point

• Impact on nearly every area of life:
• School

• Work

• Social life

• Communities

• What is your path?
• Passive User

• Active Shaper



"With great power comes great responsibility"
(Voltaire or Uncle Ben)
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AI is not monolithic

Was its origin 
monolithic? 



Bias in computing

• Historical context: Who shaped early computing? 
• Primarily white male anglophone engineers
• Military-industrial complex influence

• Who was left out? 
• Women
• People of color
• Non-English speakers
• People with disabilities
• Those without access to technology

• Key Message: Consider these biases when using technology!





Let's explore how you 
might use AI…



AI and Personal 
Productivity

• Calendar & scheduling

• Note taking & summarization

• Task management
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AI and Social 
Engagement

• Streaming

• Listening

• Networking
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AI and Studies

• Writing & comprehension

• Coding

• ???
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Why do you 
think professors 
seem anxious 

about AI?

We are learning about this in 
hyper-real time, too!



Does it feel like course AI policies are all over 
the place?

Spoiler alert: It's ok to talk about this!

Do your course syllabi include AI 
policies? 

Did your professors discuss AI policies 
at the beginning of the course? 

Does feedback suggest that your 
professor may have concerns about 
cheating?



Think about the 
AI tools you use

Stradanus, "Map of Whole Hell" c.1580



Choose the 
right tool for 

the job

Examples:

✓ Grammarly: Workshop a thesis statement; 
strengthen your writing process 

✓ Research Rabbit: Search for and organize 
research materials; find new pathways to 
new resources

✓ Claude: A coder's sidekick

Beware of tools like Stylus that may conflict with the 

Bucknell Honor Code!!



Github Co-Pilot – Answering CSCI hw





Always Check with the Library

Ask BisonBot: "Where can I find student resources about Artificial Intelligence?"



Prompting: 
Quality is 

Everything 

• Start by telling it its job
• Set the boundaries of the LLM!

• Be Specific
• Provide context about your purpose
• Clearly state your goal

• Avoid large complex prompts
• Increases likelihood of nonsensical garbage

• Use clear language
• AI will mirror your professionalism

• Experiment with formats
• Step-by-step instructions, ELI5, Role-playing 

scenarios all work
• Q&A dialogue with AI is better

• Iterate and Refine prompts



Maximizing GenAI: Strategic Prompting 
Techniques

• Think about your objectives before prompting

• Be strategic in your use
• Use the tools at the beginning… never the end

• Verify and validate!!
• Never assume correctness!

• Experiment with different instructions

• Again, QUALITY IS KEY
• The effort you put into crafting prompts directly impacts the results



Ethical 



Prompt: Can you 
write a better essay 

than I can?

Genesis 



Prompt: Can you 
write a better essay 

than I can?

Claude:



Where is GenAI least 
useful?

• Developing critical thinking skills

• Work that leverages personal experience, 
reflection and growth

• Hands-on Laboratory Work

• Original Research and Data Collection

• Creative Arts and Performance

• Ethical Decision Making

• Collaborative Group Work

• Physical Skill Development

• Cultural Immersion / Study Abroad / Language 
Practice

• Developing Professional Networks / Building 
Relationships



Final thoughts for today
• You are in charge of maximizing your growth!

• Remember the tree metaphor!

• Understand how it's being used today in your field
• …especially if you're prepping for interviews!

• Be extremely cautious with using AI
• Do NOT assume that it generates correct output

• Especially on complex problems!

• Do NOT assume your professor is OK with it!

• Talk to them if you have any questions about 
expectations!

• Look for research opportunities… much to be 
understood



Upcoming DCDS 
Workshops

• Exploring and Visualizing Data 
with R (student workshops)
o Oct.17, Oct. 24, 4:30-6pm,

Holmes 129

• Increase your Efficiency w/Excel
(faculty/staff workshops)
o Oct. 30, Nov. 6, Nov. 13: 12-1 pm, 

Academic West 204



Tuesday 

Upcoming DCDS 
Event

Tuesday Oct. 29, 

4-5:30 pm 

Taylor Hall 208



Stay tuned…

AI 103 – Spring 2025!

We will cover:

• More applications and examples of AI use

• The influence of AI in your field and future career

• AI's role in reshaping the workforce

• AI's impact on the environment

• More Ethical considerations:

• Privacy, algorithmic bias, security, etc.

• Navigating an AI-driven world with a cautious, critical 
mind

• Explore opportunities for research in AI

• HINT: Nearly every discipline has opportunities!

And, pizza.



Thank you!
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